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January 6, 2019 – The Epiphany of the Lord 
Matthew 2:1-12 

 

When I read the gospel for today’s feast, I learned something new. There is no mention of 

how many magi (wise men) travelled to see the new-born, Jesus. I assumed (like 99% of us) 

that there were three. Isn’t that the standard number in most manger scenes? Yet their 

number is not to be found in the biblical account. But you can be sure of one thing. That 

whatever their number, Jesus, Mary and Joseph would have noticed each one.  

 

That’s because in the ways of our God, each person counts. Each one of us is important to 

God. As is our personal meeting God in whatever the circumstance of our lives.   

 

Each year the church reminds us of the key moments in the life of Jesus. This Sunday, the 

Epiphany (which means “manifestation” or “appearance”) is a good example of this practice. 

We are invited with our “gifts” to come and encounter the child who is God in human form. 

Think of just that: the greatest in the smallest. My guess is that the wise ones who came 

were surprised because he was just a little baby. His parents were ordinary. Much like us. 

Is this how God is “manifested” to us? In surprising ways? In ways we might not expect? I 

think so. 

 

Today’s feast is one that suggests a series of contrasts. Easily noticed are the gifts of 

great value that were given to one who was poor. Because of our interest in gift-giving, 

this part of the story grabs our attention. To do so is a mistake. Something much more 

important is there beyond simply the giving of gifts.  

 

The magi placed themselves in great danger to seek the One they desired. There were no 

earthly signs to lead them – they had to rely on a star. All this signalled serious risk. They 

were described as being “wise” but was this behaviour what would have been described as 

the smart thing to do? Hardly. They were traveling in a part of the world that was not 

their own. That placed them in serious potential danger Traveling foreigners were noticed 

by bandits. We also learn that they were carrying valuables. Still they persisted. They 

were on a mission and they could not back down.  

 

So, what was the high moment in this narrative? I think it was that they personally met 

Jesus, the Lord of the Universe, the one from whom all wisdom comes. Even theirs. Here, 

we might think about how God can be present in everything. So, don’t confuse “small” or” 

ordinary” and think that’s not important. The “magi from the east” didn’t. Nor should we.  

 

David M. Thomas, PhD 
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January 13, 2019 – The Baptism of the Lord 

Luke 3:15-16, 21-22 
 

It’s not often that we have a record of God speaking. So, when we do, it’s a very good idea 

to take seriously what God says. So, put yourself back to the time when Jesus submitted 

to the baptism of John the Baptist. Luke’s Gospel notes that there were others being 

baptized at the same time. After Jesus came out of the water, he sought some quiet time 

for prayer. Much like we would do after an important personal activity. Quiet time helps 

the power of that event to enter us more deeply. When we have gone though a major 

event, we often say to ourselves, “Let me think about that a while” or “Give me some quiet 

time.” Especially if we want that moment to touch us more deeply. 

 

Once alone, Luke describes the scene: The heavens open and the Holy Spirit descends upon 

Jesus. In other words, a powerful connection was being made between God and the human 

Jesus. And what was said to Jesus? It was brief, but extremely important. “You are my 

beloved son; with you I am well pleased.” Are there any more important words ever “said” 

by God? I don’t think so. They confirmed for Jesus in his humanity that, as a human like 

us, Jesus was loved by God.  

 

Biblical scholars debate whether Jesus learned something new at that moment. The best 

argument in favour of his learning something new was simply that this encounter with God 

happened! If Jesus already knew he was loved by God, then why “say” it again? Perhaps 

Jesus was uncertain about how God related to him. Just like we can be.  

 

I think it’s best to take this scene at face value. God lovingly communicated with words to 

Jesus and from that moment on, Jesus was intent on following the direction of God’s Spirit 

for the rest of his life. All the way to the culmination of his life, his painful crucifixion and 

his wondrous resurrection. God would always be loving him. God would be with him.  

 

This event also underscores the need we all have for knowing God’s love for us in a personal 

way. Not simply as an idea. Not as something we might read about in a book. But a specific 

experience of knowing we are loved by God, the Creator of heaven and earth. Being aware 

of God’s love is a grace and gift. We can ask God to help us be more aware of this. We can 

also be an instrument that God uses to communicate divine love to others. God’s love is 

often expressed through the generous love of others for us. This can happen in your 

family and in other moments of your interpersonal life. So, be alert to God inviting you, as 

St. Francis of Assisi once prayed “to be an instrument of God’s peace and love.”   

 

David M. Thomas, PhD 
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January 20, 2019 – Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

John 2: 1-11 
 

There might be a bit of humour hidden in today’s gospel. Immediately after mentioning 

that the disciples of Jesus came to the wedding feast at Cana, the account states that 

“the wine ran short.” Could that have happened because the disciples of Jesus caused the 

wine shortage by drinking a little too much? Perhaps.  

 

But let’s move on to matters more significant. For instance, John’s gospel is filled with 

“signs” indicating the presence of God’s involvement in the life of the world - the 

establishment of God’s Kingdom. For centuries, the Jews hoped for the beginning of this 

entrance of God into their history.  

 

From the perspective of John’s Gospel, it began with the coming of the Christ. But how 

would the reality of God’s Kingdom begin in ernest? With a victorious battle over the 

Romans? With specular heavenly events? With an earthquake or another natural event? 

No, nothing like that. Rather in John’s Gospel “the first sign” of God’s activity through 

Jesus, was the wedding feast at Cana. At a wedding banquet.  

 

Wedding banquets, then and now, were ideally celebrations of love and life. The wedding 

feast was filled with important meanings. First, it celebrated the love between the couple, 

a love that would hopefully bring forth new life. These gatherings were rightfully “a little 

over top” because they created a new social relationship. A good beginning was important 

for creating the “spirit” of all that was to follow.  

 

As Pope Francis never tires of repeating, “life is designed by God to be joyful.” When the 

Cana wedding event ran out of wine, a measure of joyfulness possibly disappeared. Possibly 

replaced by embarrassment. Mary, the mother of Jesus, noticed this – as good moms do. 

So, she told Jesus to help.  

 

Last week, after his baptism by John, Jesus learned that he was God’s beloved. This week 

Jesus learned that he was expected to help bring “joy to the world.” And he clearly 

delivered at Cana. Suddenly, there was the best wine the guests had ever drank. His 

miracle of changing water to wine shows that God is on the side of those who celebrated 

the blessings of life. The God of Jesus is a God of joy and hope. We serve God by helping 

those in need. By feeding the hungry. And providing shelter to those without it. But also, 

by enjoying the good moments of life sent from God who created us for joy.       

 

David M. Thomas, PhD 
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January 27, 2019 – Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Luke 1:1-4, 4:14-21 
 

Over these first weeks in January, on successive Sundays we have been hearing about 

various “firsts” in the life of Jesus. His first miracle was described last week at the 

wedding feast at Cana. The week before we were informed of his first awareness of being 

loved by God. And this week we hear described his first liturgical act, which happened is 

home town of Nazareth.  

 

I present here part of the words from Isaiah that Jesus read at the synagogue in 

Nazareth, a reference to the hoped-for Messiah. According to Isaiah this person would be 

filled with God’s Spirit and would (1) bring glad tidings to the poor, (2) liberty to captives, 

(3) sight to the blind and (4) freedom for those who are oppressed. Certainly, all those 

who heard these words, then and now, would be in favour of all this happening. And they 

would also be alert to judge whether they were happening. 

 

One way to determine this would be understand them literally. For instance, were poor 

people made happier? Were those in prison given their freedom? Were blind people now 

seeing? Were those oppressed by life’s challenges freed from fear and anxiety. In other 

words, most all those situations that limited people in their lives would suddenly be 

disappear. “Good times” would arrive. 

 

Looking back to the time of Jesus we would have to admit that not much of that happened. 

We know from many gospel passages that many were disappointed in Jesus. He did not 

“deliver the goods,” as some hoped he would. That’s one reason why many were hoping for a 

“second coming.” They expected more. They wanted God to do more.  

 

That’s where they went wrong. Jesus did not come to us to do all the work. Rather, his 

message was to show us how to do all those wonderful things mentioned by Isaiah. We 

were to take care of the poor so that hey would experience some of the gladness of life. 

We were to free those imprisoned by fear and hurt. We were to help others see the 

wonders of God’s creation. We are to find the oppressed around us (or anywhere in the 

world) and lift the oppression from their lives. We do this within our families, where we 

work, in our neighborhoods and anywhere in the world where there is suffering. God’s 

Kingdom is created by God’s assistance (grace) generously given, but given with God’s 

expectation that we do our part in bringing about God’s kingdom, one act of service and 

love at a time. Our time!  

 

  David M. Thomas, PhD    


